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REMARKS 

The Examiner has required an election in the present application among: 

Species A, illustrated in Fig. 1 ; 

Species B, illustrated in Fig. 10; 

Species C, illustrated in Fig. 12; 

Species D, illustrated in Fig. 14; 

Species E, illustrated in Fig. 16; 

Species F, illustrated in Fig. 19; 

Species G, illustrated in Fig. 22; 

Species H, illustrated in Fig. 23; 

Species I, illustrated in Fig. 24; 

Species J, illustrated in Fig. 33; 

Species K, illustrated in Fig. 36; 

Species L, illustrated in Fig. 38; 

Species M, illustrated in Fig. 39; 

Species N, illustrated in Fig. 43; 

Species O, illustrated in Fig. 46; 

Species P, illustrated in Fig. 47; and 

Species Q, illustrated in Fig. 49. 

For the purpose of examination of the present application, the Applicant elects claims 1 
and 14 which are directed to Species A, illustrated in Fig. 1, and Subspecies 1, illustrated in Fig. 
54. 

The Applicant believes that the Election of Species Requirement is improper. 

Accordingly, this election is made with traverse. 

First of all, the present application was filed as a PCT appUcation. The unity of invention 
rules that govern an election of species requirement are the PCT unity of invention rules. The 
Examiner is directed to the following Japanese documents which correspond to the Japanese 
Application JP 2003-197430, which is equivalent to the present application: 
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1. ) first ground of rejection dated September 4, 2003, 

2. ) second ground of rejection dated December 10, 2003, and 

3. ) decision of patent dated March 26, 2008. 

From these documents, the Examiner will note that in the Japanese Patent Office no 
Restriction Requirement of Election of Species Requirement was made, and therefore the 
Japanese Patent Office has considered all claims of Japanese AppUcation 2003-197430 in a 
single application. 

Secondly, Species G and H should be included in the same Species as Figs. 22 and 23 are 
views according to the same embodiment and have similar relation to Figs. 19 and 21. 
Moreover, Species L should be included in Species K because Fig. 38 is a view showing the 
assembly of Figs. 36 and 37, in which Species K is entailed according to another embodiment of 
the present invention. Further, Fig. 56 should be provided as Species R. If subspecies are 
related with a joint piece. Species 1, 2 and 3 should be Figs. 51, 54 and 55. Fig. 56 only shows 
the connecting condition of pieces and is not involved in the subspecies. 

Thirdly, it is respectfiiUy submitted that the election of species requirement is improper in 
view of the fact that a reasonable number of species is set forth in the present application. 

Lastly, when the Examiner determines that generic independent claim 1 is allowable, all 
of the claims depending fi-om independent claim 1 should be rejoined and considered allowable 
as well. 

The Examiner is respectfiiUy requested to reconsider his election of species requirement 
and act on all of the claims in the present application. If the Examiner does persist in his election 
of species requirement, the Applicant reserves the right to file one or more divisional 
applications directed to the non-elected claims at a later date if they so desire. 
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Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the present 
application, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Carl T. Thomsen, Registration No. 
50,786 at 1-703-208-4030 (direct line), to conduct an interview in an effort to expedite 
prosecution in connection with the present application. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for 
any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1.17; particularly, extension of 
time fees. 

Dated: May 1,2008 Respectfiilly submitted. 




JamesM. Slattery 

Yation No.: 28,380 
BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 



Attachment: Japanese Office Action 
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